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We spent time with London Lollipop lady Susan Wist to see the dangers she faces on a daily basis
[teft]. The images above are taken from the array of poles which are already in use across the country
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“Our hi-tech new
monitoring camera
systermn moves the
game on, bringing
the traffic lollipop
into the 2lst century”

Lee Fairbrother, Routesafe

1o the technolegy. Commitmes member
for Highways and Transportation David
Hall explained: “There's been loads of
local publicity and it's even been covered
in the national press. The idea isn't 1o
catch people in the act, but to prevent

them doing it in the first place”

Kirklees has bought only one lallipop so

far, but Hall says it won't be too long
before it takes more. In fact, Fairbrother
claims Routesafe is making a first batch of
50, and they're all spoken for, A further
150-plus councils have shown imferest
and1 || AL ¢ I'I.Ill.ll ow further thanks te
A esy: after our investigation we
learmed Westminster Council had agreed
to a trial period with the video poles!
Thisisn't Routesale's first attempt at

creating moniteTing cameras for crossing

patrol officers, either. It also developed a
head-mounted unit 1o serve the samea
purpose as those embedded in the stick
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How it works...
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THE Routesafe Road Crossing
Maonitor comprises two
high-resolution video
cameras mounted back-to-
back on opposite sides of the
crossing pole. Images from
these cameras ane fed o

a tiny video recorder which

I5 bullt into the pole itseff.

The two cameras are
contralled by a handgrip
that is switched on when the
patrol officer holds it, and
a tilt switch, which works
depending on which way up
the pole is standing. This
system is explained in
greater detail on the lef.

Once they are activated,
the twin cameras record
real-time images from behind
and in front of the crossing
patrol officer, of traffic
coming from both directions.
An optional microphone can
be fitted, which can record
any verbal abuse received
from motorists.

All of the data is captured
along with the time, date and
any specific site details shown
on the screen, This allows the
video to be used as evidence
in case of a prosecution.

The evidence gathered is
put on removable storage
cards, much like a normal
digital camera. These can be
taken out al the end of the day
and saved on to a computer.
The unit can also be wired up
to provide Hve wi-fi output,
which can be picked up by a
wireless recorder close by.

Internal batteries will
power the pole for up to four
hours of recording. Seeing as
it's not always switched on,
and the fact that a crossing
patrol officer’s shift is rarely
longer than an hour at a time,
this is more than sufficient.



